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%;e existing Freedom of Information
~Act went on the books in 1966. It gives
the public greater access to government
documents. It empowers the Federal courts
to review agency decisions to withhold in-
formation and places on the government
the burden of providing that the withhold-
ing was proper.

The President recently vetoed 2 bill.

aimed at strengthening the 1966 Freedom
of Information Act by providing for more
prompt, efficient and complete disclosure
of information. The President favored the
legislation in principle, but he found cer-
tain provisions in the bill unreasonable.
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The President wants stronger Freedom
of Information legislation—but he wants
legislation which is workable.

Critics of the President’s veto have
taken the attitude that rejection of the
congressionally-passed freedom of infor-
mation bill is unthinkable. Well, it’s true
that “freedom of information” is a catch
phrase. Who in a democracy is opposed to
freedom of information? Better you should
be against motherhood.

Let's take a good look at the President’s
reasons for vetoing the freedom of infor-
mation bill sent him by the Congress. He
took the action reluctantly.
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He sald he could accept court review of
classification except that “the courts
should not be forced to make what
amounts to the initial classification de-
cision in sensitive and complex areas
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where they have no particular expertise.”

As the provision now reads, the Presi-
dent said, agency decisions dealing - with
classification of decuments would be given
less weight in the courts than agency de-
terminations involving routine regulatory
matters. ‘

~The President thergforg pﬁoposes that
courts be given . review  authority oyer

, da.ss;.ﬁnahnn.ﬂf...dgﬁiumats,_bui that they

he reguired to uphold pency classifi-

support. it.”
Mr. Fard’s second objection to the vetoed
was that it would permit access
i aw __enforcement Investigatory
files.
The President objected to an invasion of

"the confidentiality of FBI files. He also

noted that our already overburdened law
enforcement agencies do not have the
numbers of personnel that would be needed
to make a line-by-line examination of each
individual public request for such infor-
mation.

The President proposed that more flex-
ible criteria govern such information re-
quests, so that responding to the requests
would not be so heavy a burden.
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The time provision, Mr. Ford asserted,
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Fully cognizant of the people’s right to ?

know, the President stated -in his veto

message: “Lgincerely hope that mig( Jogis-
ion, which has come 50 far toward real-
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